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Driving Results for Plastics Recycling Success 

• Providing support to:  
• Assess processing at MRFs 

• Improve curbside mix of materials 

• Conduct non-bottle rigids research with APR 

• Tracking progress for:  
• Bottles; flexible wraps, bags and films; and non-bottle rigids 

• Sharing knowledge by:  
• Advocating for common terms 

• Growing film recycling across the U.S. 

• Promoting public policies to drive growth  

• Working together with large, scalable partners  
• e.g. TRP, KAB, APR  



 

 
Working with States 

• Outlined in Governing Magazine 

 

• Based on existing work with states 

 

• Combination of policy, voluntary, 

and industry programs   



Five Key Recommendations 

ADOPT Sustainable Materials Management (SMM)  

EMBRACE voluntary plastics recycling programs and tools 

TREAT non-recycled plastics as valuable materials for 

conversion to fuels and chemicals 

ENCOURAGE sensible, broadly supported recycling 

policies 

LEVERAGE national partnerships for grants, loans and 

technical assistance  
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#1 Adopt SMM 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Definition: 

 

Sustainable materials management (SMM) is a systemic approach to using and 

reusing materials more productively over their entire lifecycles. It represents a 

change in how our society thinks about the use of natural resources and 

environmental protection. By looking at a product's entire lifecycle we can find 

new opportunities to reduce environmental impacts, conserve resources, and 

reduce costs. 

 
•Source: https://www.epa.gov/smm  

 

https://www.epa.gov/smm


  

Plastic Packaging Reduces Impacts 

Source: Franklin Associates, September, 2008   
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Environmental Impacts of PET Recycling 
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Environmental Quality (DEQ) 



10 

Larger Impact from Lightweighting 
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#2 Explore Broadly Supported Policies 
 

Enforce Connecticut’s existing laws and regulations* 

*Connecticut DEEP 2016 Comprehensive Materials Management Strategy 
 

Earmark bottle deposit escheats directly to recycling programs 
and protect from the General Fund (~$20.7 million in 2015) 

Mandatory recycling of “designated recyclables”  

 Commercial generators 

Multi-unit residential dwellings 

Relax certain regulations to encourage economic development 
(e.g. mixed waste processing/secondary sortation)*  

Explore policies such as pay-as-you-throw, provide technical 
assistance and BMPs, and focus on food waste PREVENTION 
(~40% of MSW disposal)  



#3 Embrace Voluntary Programs 

Connecticut unveils initiative to boost plastic film 

recycling 

DEEP looks to elevate plastics recycling 



#4 Leverage National Partnerships 
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#5 Treat Non-Recycled Plastics as Feedstocks 

Light industrial Manufacturing  

 
• regulated under existing 

manufacturing framework  

• plastic feedstock not a solid waste 

• producing valuable fuels and raw 

materials   

• not landfills or WTE facilities 

• recyclers determine viable markets 

• allow disposal of off-spec materials 

and by-products 

   

 

 
 

Waste Disposal 

 
• landfills 

• waste-to-energy facilities 

 

 

 

 

 
• plastics-to-fuel 

• plastics-to-petrochemicals 

• other conversion technologies  
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•Focus on environmental outcomes from materials management and 

recycling/recovery 

•Embrace life cycle analysis 

•Utilize tools and programs that gain efficiencies 

•Enforce Connecticut’s existing laws and regulations 

•Focus on preventing food waste, rather than after its been wasted 

•Focus on broadly supported programs and policies 

•Find consensus among key stakeholders 

 

Moving SMM Forward in Connecticut 



Thank you! 

Craig Cookson 

Senior Director of Recycling & Energy Recovery 

Plastics Division 

craig_cookson@americanchemistry.com 

202.249.6622 


